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COUNCIL REGULATION (EC) No 19842003
of 8 April 2003
introducing a system for the statisticll monitoring of trade in bluefin tuna, swordfish nd bigeye
tuna within the Community

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Harmg repard 10 he Ty slichng e Eunopes Com-
mumnity, ad i particlar Artice 3

Having regard m the proposal from the Commission (.
Having regard o the opinion of the European Parliament ().
Whereas

() Since 14 November 1997, end followsng the adopsion
of Council Decision §6/238/FEC (%, the Communiry has
been a Contracting Party to the hiernztional Convention
for the Conservauom of Adaniic Tmas signed @ Rio de
Jaero on 14 May 1966, as amended by the Prowcal
amnexed to the Finad Act of the Conference of Plenipo-
tentiaries of the States Parties to the Convention signed
a1 Paris on 10 July 1984 (hereimafter called the ‘ICCAT
Conventiom).

{2y The ICCAT Comvention provides a framework for
regional cooperation in the conservation and manag
ment of tna stocks and nmadike species i the Admtic
Dcean and adiacent scas through the eswblishment of an
hernatimal Commission for the Conservation of
Adantic Tunas, hereinafier called the 1CCAT. and the
adoption by the laner of conservation measures which
become binding on the contractng parties.

(3 s pare of the messres to regulate siocks of bigeye tima
and swordish, mprove the qualiy and rehabisy of
satistical data and control the spread of illegal fishimg
the IECAT has adopeed recommendations on the mro-

tion of statistical document programmes for bigeye
tuna and Atlmtic swordfish. Since these recommends-
sions have become bmding om the Commumiy. they
need to be pur mto effect

4 Comal Decision 95/399EC (4 approved the accessaom
of the Community 10 the Agreement for the esablish-
ment of the ndan Ocem Tuna Commission. This
Agreement constitutes 2 Famework for srenpthening
inemational cooperation for the purpose of conserving
and making rations] wse of Indim Ocem nma and
relaed species through the establishment of the indian
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Ocemn Tuna Commission., hereinafier called the 10TC
and the adopuom by the Janer of resolutions an conser-
vation snd mansgement @ the aea. of competence of
the IOTC which become bndmg, on the commacimg
parves

i5)  The IOTC has sdopted a resolution establishing = satis-
tical document programme for bigeye nma. As this reso-
lusiom has become binding on the Community, it needs
to be put inw effect.

@ The recommendstons and resolusion on 2 smusucal
document programme for bluefin  wma
previotsly by e ICCAT have been incorporsced i
Community law by Comncil Regulation [EC) No 858(94
of 12 April 1994 inroducng a syseem for the saustical
manitaring of rade in Hluefin nma Thnms tynms)
wishin the Communiyy (. In order 1 enswe that the
provisions on stalistical documents are more easily read-
able and applied umiformly, Regulasion [EC) No 85894
should be wepesed and all the relevant provisions
brought together in this Regulztion.

71 The measures necessary Im the rmp]cm:nuum af tths
Repuain should be adopied ordance wi
Covinel Decison 1999/458/EC of 28 e 199 Jnmg

down the procedures for the exercise of implementing
pawers conferred on the Commission (7

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:
CHAPTER 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Anide 1
Object

This Regulation lays down general niles and conditions for the
application by the Commumity of

@ the stsuscdl document programmes for bluefin wma
[Thumue thymys, swordiish (Xiphiss phdiug and bigeye
uma (Thumas obea) adopeed by the ‘ICCAT
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