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How do I begin a search on ACM Digital Library? 
 
There are 3 search options available: 
 
1. How you conduct a basic search  

 
Type your word or phrase into the text box. Tip: the search engine searches on each word 
individually as well as on the whole phrase, so put quotation marks (" ") around the phrase to 
search an exact phrase e.g. “neural networks”. Also insert an asterix (*) to broaden phrase 
searches e.g. comput* = computer, computers, computing, compute etc.  
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2. How you conduct an advanced search 
 
We recommend you use this function because it enables you to customise your search i.e. 
focus on doing a search that best fits your research topic.  You can narrow down your search 
results by: 
 
Words and phrases – functions the same as the basic search (see point 1 above). 
Names – search for specific authors, editors etc.  Tip: if you know the authors full name or 
initials and surname put quotation marks (" ") around it e.g. “rick mercer”. 
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Keywords – using this search you are searching for the keywords that have been assigned by 
the author which describe the subject of their material. 
Affiliations – search for a specific company or organisation. 
Publication – search for a particular publication or report and narrow down further by specifying 
the date it was published. 
Conference – search for papers presented at ACM conferences. 
 

 
 

3. How to browse the Digital Library 
 
You can also browse by collection of journals, magazines, proceedings etc. 
 
How do I use the results? 
 

 

Results are displayed in 
relevance order i.e. by 
the number of time or 
location of the search 
keywords appear in the 
document. 
 
Results can be re-
arranged by title, 
publication, or 
publication date. 
 
Each result has an 
abstract, the full-text is 
available from the pdf 
link. You have options to 
print, save or email the 
pdf document. 
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