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Court presidency for BU Chancellor-designate

BU’s Chancellor Designate has been sworn in as President of the UK’s new Supreme Court.

Lord Phillips of Worth Matravers, who will assume his role as Chancellor of the University in

November, was joined by 10 justices in taking an oath of allegiance. The Supreme Court is now
the final court of appeal for almost all cases in the UK ending centuries of judicial responsibilities
within the House of Lords. The change brings the UK into line with many other countries around

the world.

"This is the last step in the separation of powers in this country,” said Lord Phillips. “We have
come to it fairly gently and gradually, but we have come to the point where the judges are
completely separated from the legislature and executive.

"I would hope that the court is still sitting in 100 years' time and that when people look back at
this step that they see it as a very significant step in the constitution of this country."

All of the Supreme Court's hearings will be open to the public. For the first time, television
cameras have been fitted into the courtrooms meaning that many hearings will be available to

broadcasters.

ENDS

Notes for editors

1. BU is afinalist for ‘University of the Year and ‘Research Project of the Year’ in the
Times Higher Education (THE) Awards, 2009.
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2. BUis the UK’s Number One New University (first place among all institutions that
became universities since 1992) according to The Guardian University Guide 2009 &
2010. (www.guardian.co.uk/education)

3. Inthe 2008 Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) BU is the fourth most improved

university in the UK for the quality of its research (according to Times Higher Education).
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