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•Introduction to Ecology & Wildlife Conservation course

•Who teaches on the course (programme)

•Key features of the course

•What to expect on the course

•Employability gains - skills and experience



•Research-led teaching and scientific underpinning of courses

•Lecturers active in their areas of research and enthusiastic about their 

subjects: examples on Snapshot Science: 

https://sites.google.com/view/snapshot-science/home and the Wessex 

Portal: http://www.wessexportal.co.uk/

•Staff with diverse interests – a few examples on next slides and

https://sites.google.com/view/snapshot-science/home
https://sites.google.com/view/snapshot-science/home
http://www.wessexportal.co.uk/










Ross Hill
Duncan Golicher
Andy Ford
Adrian Newton





•Benefiting of the outstanding natural surroundings 

•World Heritage Site

•Biodiversity hotspot

•National Parks and Nature Reserves











•Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics (STEM) 

subjects are seen as vital to economic recovery

•More than 3 million new STEM jobs 2015-2018

•And science graduates are in demand in all areas of 

employment - superior skills in problem solving



•Research-based scientific education

•Personal Academic Advisors (tutors) help you learn core skills

•Two 5 week placements (end of 1st and 2nd year) or optional 30 

week placement (3rd year)

• Independent research project (3rd year)

•Residential field course in UK (1st year)

•Optional international field course (2nd year)

• Increasing options to choose from



• Ecological Research Skills, Ecology, Physical Geography, Wildlife Protection, Diversity of Life, Residential Field 
Trip

2nd year

• Advanced Skills for Conservation, Ecosystems, Evolutionary Biology, Wildlife Survey Skills

Choose two options from: 

• Environmental Pollution, Geographical Information Systems, Environmental and Societal Challenges, 
International Field Trip, Applications of Environmental Science, Microbiology, Marine Geography, Quaternary 
Environments, Animal Biology, Behavioural Ecology

3rd year

• Independent research project

Choose four options from: 

• Globalisation and Sustainable Development, Parasitology and Epidemiology, Climate and Environmental 
Change, Applied Biogeography, Environmental Remote Sensing, Primate Behavioural Ecology, Topics in Wildlife 
Conservation, Environmental Law and Management, Biological Oceanography, Emergence and Extinction, 
Freshwater Resource Management, Marine Conservation



Induction focused on:

• The transition to university education

• Professional skills

• Personal goal setting 

• Strategies for success

• Developing networks

• Extracurricular activities:

e.g. student clubs & societies, volunteering opportunities



Course-specific support

• Peer-assisted learning (PAL) sessions

• Programme leaders

• Academic Advisor (Personal tutor)

• Student reps

Academic support

• Disability & Additional Learning 

Support

• Language Centre

• Library & Learning Support

Health and wellbeing

• Chaplaincy

• Counselling

• Medical Centre

Study support

• Academic writing

• Exam and revision techniques

• Presentations

• Referencing

• Avoiding plagiarism



‘The course has provided me with a broad range of educational tools which 

I can apply in an environmental and/or conservation based career.  

Andrew Fisher, BSc Ecology & Wildlife Conservation

‘The variety of subjects available within the course adds significant value to 

a C.V.  In addition, being able to focus during the third year on areas of 

particular interest has made for a more ‘tailor made’ experience.’

Ann Thornton, BSc Ecology & Wildlife Conservation



Life and Environmental Sciences International Travel Grant 

http://www.cocreate4science.org/individual-placements/

http://www.cocreate4science.org/individual-placements/


http://www.cocreate4science.org/

Learning in partnership 

with academic staff and 

professional 

practitioners e.g.

• Individual Placements

• SERTs 

• Research Assistants

• Class Projects

• Dissertation

• Outreach Events

e.g.

On your mobile 

http://www.cocreate4science.org/


https://www.facebook.com/search/str/SOCP+video+drone+sikundur+monitoring+post/keywords_search
https://en-gb.facebook.com/leuserconservationforum/


Prof John Stewart (sportshall today): 

Evolutionary Palaeo-ecologist: 

human evolution, neanderthals, 

terrestrial mammal responses to past 

environmental changes. E.g.:

With Dr Peter Allen: they used video game 

environments to explore how prey 

visibility & hunting strategies might change 

as environments have less forest cover.

When does the deer become hard to spot?



https://www.facebook.com/WildlifeConservationSocietyBU/

Wildlife Conservation Society

Conservation Rangers

https://en-gb.facebook.com/SUBUConservationRangers/

https://www.facebook.com/WildlifeConservationSocietyBU/
https://en-gb.facebook.com/SUBUConservationRangers/




•A strong curriculum that enables you to make it increasingly tailor-

made as you refine your career direction  

•Large, vibrant community of students and staff enthusiastic about 

wildlife conservation

•Study within a biodiversity hotspot

•Great national and international fieldwork opportunities

•Strong emphasis on transferable skills and employability

- 2 work placements (5 weeks each)  with optional placement year (30 weeks)

- Many further beyond-curriculum opportunities to build your CV  through student 

societies, SERTs, research assistantships  and in-house consultancy



Such as

• Competence in communication,

• Teamwork/collaboration,

• Planning and organising,

• Analytical thinking and problem 

solving, 

• Personal effectiveness, 

• Research, managing information,

• Information technology, 

• Numerical interpretation



85% of students employed, or in further education 6 months after graduating 

(Higher Education Statistics Agency data)

You will be well qualified for:

• Wildlife conservation organisations

• Ecological consultancy

• Research scientific officer

• Wildlife - people sustainability partnerships

• Ecotourism

• Further education (MSc, PhD, PGCE) 



Thank you 

Any questions?

Dr Anita Diaz

adiaz@bournemouth.ac.uk


