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Programme

All conference activities will take place in the Bournemouth Gateway Building.
 
Thursday 8th January

8.45 – 9.15am. Registration

9.15 – 9.30am. Intro and welcome 

9.30 – 10.45am. Keynote. Susan Banducci (University of Birmingham)

When online campaigns hit the ground: The everyday sexism experienced by women candidates

10.45 – 11am. Break

11am – 12.30pm. Parallel sessions

Panel 1A. Rebuilding Political Trust in the Digital Age
1. Daniel Weissmann (University of Sheffield)
Rebuilding the Ties That Bind: Digital Contact and the Dynamics of Political Trust
2. Darren Lilleker (Bournemouth University)
The psychology of ‘truthiness’: why disinformation is believed
3. Uta Russmann, Andreas Hess (University of Innsbruck, FHWien der WKW)
Two Snapshots, One Generation: Exploring News Consumption and Trust in News among Young Adults in Austria
4. Damian Guzek (University of Silesia)
Trust and Political Change: social media, attitudes and emotional dynamics

Panel 1B. Migration and Media
1. Xinyu Zhang (University of Southampton)
The Executable Body: Collective Imagery and Limited Self-Representation of Second-Generation Chinese Migrant Workers on Kuaishou
2. Ruxandra Trandafoiu, Katia Balabanova (Edge Hill University, University of Liverpool)
Come in, take your shoes off and shut the door! How Romanians and Bulgarians in the UK use Facebook and TikTok to (dis)engage
3. Sezgi Basak Kavakli (Louisiana State University in Shreveport)
Behind the Story: Covering Migration amidst Polarization in Türkiye
4. Alina Dolea, Adina Maglan (Bournemouth University)
‘White Other’ but not white enough: the swan eating Eastern Europeans

12.30 – 1.30pm. Lunch

1.30 – 3pm. Parallel sessions

Panel 2A. Misinformation
1. Shepuya Famwang (University of Southampton)
Deepfakes and the Aesthetic Shaping of Political Narratives
2. Panagiota Nakou (Alliance Manchester Business School)
Constructing Citizenship in the Age of Misinformation: Insights from Young UK and Greek Citizens Discussing Brexit
3. Jón Gunnar Ólafsson (University of Iceland)
Highly trusted yet still threatened: The state of journalism in Norway and Iceland in a time of fake news and disinformation
4. Samuel Clark (University of Reading)
Digital Spectacle and Entertaining Falsehoods
5. Yasser Abuali, Zaineh Alzoubi (Bournemouth University)
A Critical Discourse Analysis of The Times of Israel’s Instagram Headlines on the September 2024 Hezbollah-Israel Conflict

Panel 2B. Platform Governance

1. Yihan Wang (University of Liverpool)
From TikTok to Douyin: How Platform Governance Shapes Youth Political Engagement
2. Andreu Casas (Royal Holloway University of London)
Moderation of Political Content on Youtube during the 2024 US Election
3. Tanvi Kanchan (SOAS, University of London)
Disciplined by the algorithm: social media, religion, caste, and queer and trans women in India
4. Paul Reilly, Suay Özkula (University of Glasgow, Paris Lodron University of Salzburg)
Non-maleficence without institutional gatekeeping? How ethical issues are addressed in empirical Digital Activism Research
5. Aldo Torchiaro (Link Campus University, Rome)
Cognitive warfare, dangers and perspectives

3.00 – 3.30pm. Break

3.30 – 5.00pm. Parallel sessions. 

Panel 3A. News in the Digital Era
1. Julie Firmstone, Gummo Clare, John Steel (University of Leeds, University of Derby)
Experiencing civic (dis) engagement in journalism: the view from local journalists in the UK
2. Wisnu Prasetya Utomo (University of Sheffield)
Journalism at the Margins: Digital-Born Media in Indonesia’s Fragile Democracy
3. James Morrison (University of Stirling)
Escaping the ‘woke’ workplace? Deliberating the drivers of elective economic inactivity on newspaper comment threads
4. Conor Gaughan (University of Manchester)
Blue Skies Over Westminster: Bluesky Social as an Emerging Source of Political Insight in the UK
5. Yasser Abuali, Ibrahim Awawdeh (Bournemouth University)
The Architecture of Justification - Pre-emptive News Framing and the Legitimation of Political and Military Action in International Conflicts

Panel 3B. Tech Policy
1. Dan Scrimgeour (NA)
Structuring deliberation through stage based dialogue games for better policymaking
2. Tugce Kucukali (McGill University)
End(s) of Copyright Law: A Critical Analysis of Cultural Democracy Doctrine in AI-Driven Infringements
3. Marco Guglielmo, Ben O’Loughlin, Andreu Teruel (University of Valencia, Royal Holloway University of London)
The Winners, the Avengers, the Losers of Political Discourse on Artificial Intelligence
4. Maia Almeida-Amir, Ariadne Vromen (University of Glasgow)
At risk and risky young people: Legitimising and enacting online safety policy in Australia and the UK

5.00pm. Drinks reception

7.00pm. Annual dinner


Friday 89h January
9.00 – 10.30am. Parallel sessions. 

Panel 4A. Populism on Platforms

1. Jack Spriggs 
Fragmented platforms, amplified voices: Reform UK and the politics-media-digital cycle
2. Elena Sotelo-Prol (University of Leeds)
Populist Participation: Spanish Citizens' Rituals of Meaning-Making on Social Media
3. Katy Parry (University of Leeds)
‘Have you said thank you once?’: Political theatre, masculine performance and the transgression of norms in the Oval Office
4. Sanaz Talaifar (Imperial College London)
The Digital Authoritarian: Smartphones reveal the everyday behavioral patterns of individuals with authoritarian tendencies

Panel 4B. Inclusive Societies

1. Amy King (Edinburgh Napier University)
Developing a reflexive social media campaigning preparation workbook for electoral candidates
2. Emily Harmer and Rosalynd Southern (University of Liverpool)
Hybrid Media Harassment of Women in Politics
3. Irina Kalinka (Columbia University)
From ‘Mere’ Neutral Facilitators to ‘Socially-Responsible’ Governing Powers? The Rise of Tech-Corporate Governmentality
4. Maike Dinger & Darren Lilleker (Bournemouth University)
Discursive marginalisation and situated belonging: agency and voice within deindustrialised communities in England’s North

10.30 – 11.00am. Break

11.00am – 12.30pm. Parallel sessions. 



Panel 5A. Campaigning and Representation

1. Conor Gaughan (University of Manchester)
Digital Dyadic Representation: Network and Issue Congruence Between MP Twitter/X Profiles and Their Constituency Position
2. Liam McLoughlin, Rosalynd Southern, Ploykamol Suwantawit, Niamh Cashell (Edge Hill, University of Liverpool, University of Manchester)
The old online campaigning is dying, the new online campaigning is struggling to be reborn? Party campaigning via Instagram Reels and TikTok at the 2024 UK General Election
3. Gil Sharon (University of Leeds)
Campaigning Amid Crisis: The MAGA Movement's Strategic Use of TikTok in the 2024 Election
4. Laura Tamman (Pace University)
Has a decline in local news coverage increased the power of political advertising in New York City municipal elections?
5. Xénia Farkas, Simon Lindgren (DIGSUM, Department of Sociology, Umeå University, Sweden)
Nordic Resilience and Central European Decline: A Comparative Study of Multimodal Political Communication on Social Media in Sweden and Hungary

Panel 5B. Identity Politics 

1. Xin Zhao, Yunfei Li, Xiao Ma (Bournemouth University; University of Westminster)
Racialised emotions in anti-racism TikTok videos: Do they challenge the racial order affecting the Asian community?
2. Jen Birks (University of Nottingham)
Peace Talks for the Culture Wars: Journalists as Mediators
3. Robb Clapp (University of Glasgow)
The Guillotine: The Use of Internet Memes within an Environmentalist Community Online as a Mechanism for Affective Polarization
4. Mark Wheeler (London Metropolitan University)
The MAGA world — Political Fandom: Rational or Irrational debate/consensus or stratification?
12.30 – 1.30pm. Lunch

1.30 – 3pm. Parallel sessions

Panel 6A. Participation

1. Anna Feigenbaum (presenting author), Elinor Carmi (1st author), Photini Vrikki, Kaelynn Narita (Glasgow University, City University, UCL, Goldsmiths)
The AI Citizenship Framework: Developing AI literacies for critical and proactive citizens
2. Laszlo Horvath (Birkbeck, University of London)
What civic tech platforms can teach us about political participation
3. Emma Connolly (UCL)
Why Did Latino Voters Vote for Trump? Insights from TikTok
4. James Dennis (CICANT, Lusófona University)
Rupture and Repair? Inequality, Young Adults, and Political Communication in England

Panel 6B. The Digital Public Sphere	

1. Wisarut Wongnom (School of Media and Communication, University of Leeds)
From Counterpublics to Policing Love and Loyalty Online: Rethinking the Digitally Mediated Public Sphere in Thailand
2. Qasim Mahmood (National University of Modern Languages Islamabad Pakistan)
Social media and youth’s political activism: The rise of a networked public sphere in Pakistan
3. Salmanul Faris K & Anupam Das (Indian Institute of Management Kozhikode)
The Silence That Speaks Back: Digital Dissent and Democracy in India
4. Callum Blades (Bournemouth University)
Conspiracy Stickers and the Affective Politics of Visual Media: Semiotic and Psychoanalytic Readings of Public Imagery
5. Nick Gray (Bournemouth University)
Mobilising Critical Media Pedagogy through Documentary Film Production
3.00 – 3.30pm. Awards and conference close. 
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