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What is politics?  



To this deceptively simple question there is 
actually no simple answer…

• It is difficult (if not impossible) to provide a single definition of politics that 
everyone can agree on. 

• Throughout the history of the discipline, political theorists and practitioners have 
offered multiple, at times contradictory, at times overlapping definitions of what 
politics involves:

- Politics as that which concerns the state 

- Politics as conflict resolution

- Politics as conflict

- Politics as the exercise of power within society (race, class, gender)

- Politics as a social and public activity.

• At BU we believe that Politics should be approached through all these diverse 
perspectives



What do you do with a degree in Politics or 
Politics & Economics? 

Jobs directly related to your degree include:

• Civil Service fast streamer

• Government social research officer

• Politician's assistant

• Public affairs consultant

• Public relations account executive

• Social researcher

• Become a politician 

• Third sector (NGO’s)

• Political pollster 

• Political consultant 

• Political Journalist 

Jobs where your degree would be useful include:

• Business development manager

• Charity officer

• Detective

• Diplomatic service officer

• Forensic accountant

• Human resources officer

• Local government officer

• Market researcher

• Marketing executive

• Newspaper journalist

• Public relations officer

• Stockbroker



Why Politics at BU? 

Media focused & inflected curriculum Placement (4 to 30 weeks) 



92.3*% of UK 
graduates 
employed/in 
further study within 
six months of 
graduating
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Commended 
for the quality 
of student 
learning 
opportunities

A Top University

Every BU 
student has 
the chance to 
undertake a 
professional 
work 
placement

2015-16 entrants

**Longitudinal Education Outcomes (LEO) 2017 



Placement & Employability

Saga Oskarson Kindstrand, 
2020

Opportunities

• National and Local 
government

• Political parties

• Unions

• Charities

• NGOs

• Public affairs

• Journalism

• Activist groups

• PR/lobbying

• Teaching/academia

• Accounting

• Business development

• Data analyst

• Finance executive

Sonia Devji, 2016

Gabrieli Darbaiseli, 
2020 

Also completed BU’s MA 
International Political 
Communication

Tiajana Amayo, 2018

Won a placement award



Faculty of Media & Communication

• Leading media faculty with enviable 
international reputation

• Innovative, professional courses

• Strong industry links in journalism, 
film, television, persuasive 
communication, politics.

• Teaching assessed as ‘excellent’ by 
QAA

• Employable and successful 
graduates

• Excellent facilities
Politics students involved in our election night coverage 
during the December 2019 alongside students on 
degrees across the Faculty.



Course Overview: Global, National & Local 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjKqtK-6rLUAhUCvBoKHTrjAp4QjRwIBw&url=http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/two-thirds-young-people-vote-icm-poll-general-election-hope-not-hate-national-union-of-teachers-a7771431.html&psig=AFQjCNHO2kK15Nmy8JQrEEWuFP15NX228Q&ust=1497168774284372


Course overview: Politics as (Diverse) Society 

MEP Licia Ronzulli & her daughter
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What you’ll learn – BA (Hons) Politics

• History of Political 
Thought

• Political Sociology

• Critical Debates in 
Contemporary Politics

• Global Governance and 
International Relations

• Researching Politics

• Public Opinion & 
Persuasion

• Digital Politics
• Political Psychology
• Political Marketing & 

Campaigning
• Political Journalism
• Civil Society & Social 

Movements
Options: 1 from History 
and Sociology Options

Options: 2 from 
politics, promotional 
comms, media, 
sociology, and history
• International 

Relations, State 
Power and Public 
Diplomacy

• The Philosophy of 
Politics

• Dissertation

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year
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What you’ll learn – BA (Hons) Politics & 
Economics

• Political Economy

• Principles of 
Microeconomics

• Political Sociology

• Global Governance and 
International relations

• Basic Statistical 
Techniques

• Principles of 
Macroeconomics

• Political Psychology
• Intermediate 

Microeconomics
• Civil Society and 

Social Movements
• Intermediate 

Macroeconomics
Options:
1 Politics – Digital Politics 
or Political Journalism
1 Economics – Industry, 
Region and Environment 
or Econometric 
Techniques

• International 
Relations, State 
Power and Public 
Diplomacy

• International 
Economics OR 
Global Markets, 
Development and 
Labour

• Dissertation
• Options: 1 Politics 

(from 3), 1 Economics 
(from 2)

1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year
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Teaching and Learning 

• 3 units per semester @3 hrs per unit/module (plus tutorials)

• 36+ hours self-directed learning encouraged

• Regular guest lecture/masterclass series

• Lots of extra curricular activity

• Opportunity to engage in research & projects alongside staff 
and students in the Faculty



Teaching and Learning

An internationally diverse teaching 
staff with:

• National and international research 
reputations

• Experience as campaigners, 
activists, journalists, political 
consultants, etc.

• Interdisciplinary expertise (political 
science, international relations, 
political communications, 
anthropology, political psychology, 
journalism, political marking and 
advertising, etc.)



Assessment

• Academic essays
• Exams
• Media Audit
• Campaign analysis
• Reflective assignments
• Presentations
• Research papers/projects
• Dissertation
• Individual and group 

assignments



Entry requirements (September 2022)
Course Tariff Points BTEC Qualifications Other Qualifications
History 104 - 120 tariff points including 

a minimum of 2 A levels or 
equivalent.

Extended Diploma: 112 tariff points (Grade DMM)

BTEC Diploma: 104 tariff points (Grade D*D)

BTEC National Foundation Diploma/90-credit Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff 
but it must be accompanied by an A-Level or equivalent.

BTEC National Extended Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff.

IB Diploma: 28-31 points

Access to HE Diploma:  112 - 118 tariff points with any 
combination of Distinction, Merit, Pass grades.

Politics 104 - 120 tariff points including 
a minimum of 2 A-levels or 
equivalent.

Extended Diploma: 112 tariff points (Grade DMM)

BTEC Diploma: 104 tariff points (Grade D*D).

BTEC National Foundation Diploma/90-credit Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff 
but it must be accompanied by an A-Level or equivalent.

BTEC National Extended Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff.

IB Diploma: 28 - 31 points

Access to HE Diploma:  102 - 118 tariff points with any 
combination of Distinction, Merit, Pass grades

Politics and Economics 104 - 120 tariff points including 
a minimum of 2 A levels or 
equivalent.

Extended Diploma: 112 tariff points (Grade DMM)

BTEC Diploma: 104 tariff points (Grade D*D)

BTEC National Foundation Diploma/90-credit Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff 
but it must be accompanied by an A-level or equivalent

BTEC National Extended Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff.

IB Diploma: 28 - 31 points

Access to HE Diploma: 102 - 118 tariff points with any 
combination of Distinction, Merit, Pass grades.

Sociology

Sociology and Anthropology

Sociology and Criminology

104 - 120 tariff points including 
a minimum of 2 A-levels or 
equivalent.

Extended Diploma: This course requires Distinction, Merit, Merit (112 tariff points)

Diploma: 104 tariff points (Grade D*D)

BTEC National Foundation Diploma/90-credit Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff 
but it must be accompanied by A-levels or equivalent

BTEC National Extended Certificate/Subsidiary Diploma: Accepted as part of the overall tariff 

IB Diploma: 28-31 points 

Access to HE: 102-118 tariff points with any 
combination of Distinction, Merit, Pass grades.



What our students say

Byron Quayle
Politics final year

Also: Dorset County 
Councilor

The units offered at Bournemouth 
University give students a wide ranging and 
varied approach to the study of politics. The 
skills I learned on my course gave me the 
essential tools I needed, not only to be able 
to campaign effectively, but helped me to 
win my County Council election, which has 
opened a further career in politics.



Where can I get further information?

Dr Elena-Alina Dolea
Programme Leader BA Politics
edolea@bournemouth.ac.uk

Dr Ian Gwinn
Programme Leader BA Politics & Economics

igwinn@bournemouth.ac.uk

Online: www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/courses/ba-hons-politics
Phone: 01202 961916
Online: www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/contact-us

mailto:edolea@bournemouth.ac.uk
mailto:igwinn@bournemouth.ac.uk
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/courses/ba-hons-politics
https://www1.bournemouth.ac.uk/study/contact-us


The university has consulted the latest available information in the production of this 
presentation for delivery in Autumn 2022, but cannot be held liable for its accuracy.

The latest information can be found at www.ucas.com

Things to remember
Once you’ve applied…
Register for your accommodation 
guarantee.

January
UCAS applications deadline

From March
Apply for your accommodation when your 
place is Unconditional Firm.

May
• Apply for student funding by 31 May
• Explore range of Scholarships & 

Bursaries
• Make your university choice

September
• Get ready to start uni!

Contact us
+44 (0)1202 961916
futurestudents@bournemouth.ac.uk 
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