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Employability at the heart of the BU experience

• Courses driven by our vision of Fusion - combining education, research and 
professional practice

• Every student has the opportunity to undertake a work placement or some 
practical experience

• Strong professional orientation and accreditation
• International experiences.



Careers support throughout and beyond your studies

• Careers appointments
• Faculty-based support
• Webinars and workshops
• Events & fairs
• Online resources
• Mentoring
• Entrepreneurship



Skills Development Programme

• A structured, optional programme open 
to all BU students

• Combines live workshops with online 
learning and resources and gives 
recognition for extra-curricular 
achievements

• Interactive masterclasses delivered by 
employers, focused on supporting 
students to develop their professional 
and personal skills ready for the 
workplace



What is a placement?

• Placements prepare you for the workplace by building 
networks, professional experience and key skills.

• Mandatory or optional

• Long or short

• Sandwich placements are a year long (minimum 30 weeks), 
allowing you to apply the knowledge and skills gained in your 
first two years, before your final year when your study will 
benefit from your placement experience. 

www.bournemouth.ac.uk  



At home or abroad?



Before your placement

Our role:

Help you identify placement opportunities 
and prepare to apply.
• Dedicated staff teams
• Placement team in Faculties
• Careers advisors 
• Course leaders
• Events
• Societies
• Placement Opportunity fund.

Your role:

Find, confirm and actively participate in your 
placement or work experience.
• Challenge yourself
• Broaden your experience & enhance 

your employability
• Take up support in timely fashion
• Check placement requirements for your 

course
• Search & apply
• Consider finances etc.
• Inform placement office for approval.



During placement

• Support from a dedicated Placement 

Development Adviser (PDA); key 

contact for you and your employer

• On going registration entitlements

- Library, sports and music facilities

- Careers support

- Clubs and societies

- Personal support

www.bournemouth.ac.uk  



The big questions

How much does it cost?
• There is a reduced tuition fee whilst you 

are on placement 
• Reduced Maintenance Loans are available
• Most placements are paid, but if you are 

unsure or want advice on taking unpaid 
work – check with your Faculty Placement 
Coordinator

Other questions
• Will you find my placement for me?
• What if I can’t find a placement?
• Where will I live?

PLAY: My Placement Story

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1QUZp_CQa84


Creating global talent

Preparing you for your future profession through a range of employability activities – placement, 
careers guidance and support, global opportunities, Skills Development Programme

Compared with those that don’t. 
Source: UUKi (2017) Gone International: Mobility Works.



It’s competitive out there

• Securing a placement and employment after university will be easier with a range of experience and 
a strong CV. 

• You can develop your global competence with a number of opportunities as part of your course, and 
opportunity for work, study or extra-curricular activities here or abroad

Study a semester abroad at a university that has 
been especially selected by BU

Undertake a work placement abroad as part of your 
placement year, placement option or elective (FHSS)

Other international activities that are not part of 
your course but will help you to develop global skills 
within your chosen field.



But why..

Spending time abroad builds confidence as well as other attributes



But why..



A semester abroad

• Choose from over 70 top universities across the 
globe from France to Florida

• Study abroad during your second year 

• Need to apply in your first year

• All courses are taught in English

• Keep student loan, no extra tuition fees

• Fully supported by staff at BU and at the host 
university

• External funding: Erasmus+ and Turing Scheme

Find out where you can study for your chosen 
course on our webpages: 
www.bournemouth.ac.uk/student/study-abroad

76% 
of students believe 
mobility gives them 

the edge when 
applying for jobs

(British Council, 2015)



Globalising your BU experience

Activities that are not compulsory but related to 
your field of studies and will enhance your global 
skills

• Language course/Immersion programme (living with a 
host family) 

• Volunteering

• Individual project

• Research – add an international element to your 
dissertation

• Summer Schools

• Conference Participation

• Course related field trip.

Play : Your Career Week

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bBQtuzTTyZg


Take your placement even further

• Take advantage of your placement year 
(or placement unit) to gain a valuable 
international experience in your field 
of study

• Global Mobility team support with 
opportunities, on-placement 
experience



Going abroad doesn’t have to be expensive



Questions? We’ve got answers.
For more information come and see us today at the Global Opportunities stand and the 
Student Services stand (for careers and placements) in the Exhibition.

Email: internationalgrants@bournemouth.ac.uk (for global opportunities funding information)
Email: careers@bournemouth.ac.uk (for careers & placement questions)
Email: recruit@bournemouth.ac.uk (if you are an employer and would like to host a placement)

mailto:internationalgrants@bournemouth.ac.uk
mailto:careers@bournemouth.ac.uk
mailto:recruit@bournemouth.ac.uk

