We are delighted that you have chosen to study Nursing at the School of Health and Social Sciences, Bournemouth
University. We feel it is important that you understand what will be expected of you as a student studying for both an
academic award and professional qualification in Nursing. The following, therefore, is designed to provide you with
some relevant information:
 The Programme is based around a 37½ hour (minimum) working week over a 46 week academic year. Holiday time
is timetabled into the programme and we try to ensure that you have some holiday over Christmas, Easter and
some time in the summer. Students cannot change this timetabled holiday and should not book a holiday outside of
the timetabled holiday or before the timetable is published.
 The programme is divided into a series of ‘theory blocks’ at university and ‘practice blocks’ in a nursing placement
area. Placement Learning opportunities may occur in an independent sector residential care home, an acute
hospital, and within a community care or primary health care setting.
 Theory is delivered by lectures, seminars, practice skills sessions, discussion groups and by e-learning; this means
during a theory block you will have a variety of activities.
 Learning and teaching days usually take place at Lansdowne Campus, and Talbot Campus, Bournemouth or, for
some students, at University Centre, Yeovil. Your offer letter should tell you where you have been allocated. There
are also times when learning and teaching is undertaken in your allocated practice area within Primary Care and/or
NHS Trusts.
 You are expected to attend all the learning and teaching days at university and complete all e-learning activities as
this will enable you to achieve the learning outcomes of the units of study. If unable to attend due to sickness it
must be reported as per BU Sickness and Absence in Theory Policy.
 The Nursing and Midwifery Council and Bournemouth University require you to achieve a set number of practice
hours. You must record the hours worked in practice and have these validated by your mentor. Any practice days
missed due to sickness or other reasons will need to be made up and a record kept of time ‘missed’ and that ‘made
up’ and sickness reported as per BU Sickness and Absence in Practice Policy.
 In practice you will be working with qualified nurses who act as your mentors. You will be expected to experience
the 24 hour patient experience by the end of the programme. Typically a morning shift may start at 07.30 and an
afternoon shift may not finish until 22.00. Many areas work 12 hour shifts. You will also be expected to undertake
shifts at weekends, during the evening and throughout the night. ‘Practice blocks’ will be based around a 37 ½ hour
working week.
 To enable you to get the best experience from practice and to enhance continuity, you are encouraged to undertake
the same shifts as your mentors. During each placement you are expected to achieve a number of practice
outcomes and Proficiencies, your mentor will confirm these if you provide sufficient evidence of achievement.
 In order to successfully complete the programme and obtain registration as a nurse, you must also be deemed to be
in good health and of good character. Good health is made by a self-declaration each year and at the end of the
programme. Good character is also a self-declaration, but this will be counter signed by Personal Tutors. S/he will
need to be confident in your capacity to meet the standards of the Registration Authority, the Nursing and
Midwifery Council. Your placement mentor also declares good health and good character for each placement
period.
 It is important that you fulfil these expectations so that you achieve academic award and professional registration.
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Please log in to myHub and go to the ‘My applications’ tab and ‘What you need to do’ (see below) to confirm that you have read, understood and will adhere to
the Terms of Expectation of Student Nurses studying at Bournemouth University laid out in this document.

Thank you
UK Admissions Team
Tel: +44 (0)1202 965356
ukadmissions@bournemouth.ac.uk
International Admissions Team
Tel: +44 (0)1202 961603
internationaladmissions@bournemouth.ac.uk
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