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Electronic Theses Online Service (EThOS)  
 
EThOS is a British Library service aimed at providing digital copies of UK PhD theses over 
the web. It is a database of the records of over 300,000 UK theses with the added 
functionality to enable the requesting of digital copies of selected theses. 
 
You do not need to be registered with the system to search the database, but you will be 
required to register if you wish to request a digital copy of a thesis. Some theses are available 
for immediate download.  You can also request a digital copy of a thesis even if it is not 
currently held on the system in digital format. 
 
Many UK institutions support Open Access to their theses, so downloads of their digital and 
digitised theses is free to the researcher. Bournemouth University is an Open Access sponsor. 
A small number of participating institutions may not be able to offer Open Access and in this 
case there will be a cost to supply a digital copy. 
 
Where a thesis must be digitised before supply, you can expect a short delay. However, you 
will be informed when the thesis is ready for collection and you can then log on to the system 
and download it. The theses are supplied as zipped pdfs. Alternative formats (CD or paper) 
are also available for purchase. 
 
EThOS can only offer the theses of participating institutions. Whilst it is expected that a large 
number of institutions will participate, British Library cannot supply from an institution which 
chooses not to. In this case, it may be possible to obtain a copy via BU Library’s Inter Library 
Loan Service. 
 
Notes: 

1. For copyright reasons, BU Library cannot download theses on your behalf. The 
researcher who is going to use the thesis needs to do this, and at the same time 
agree to the download terms and conditions; 

2. If the digital copy is priced, researchers should submit an Inter Library Loan form to 
BU Library who will purchase the digital copy on their behalf. You will be advised 
when a digital copy is available for download; 

3. Where an alternative format to a digital copy is required (CD or paper), the cost must 
be paid by the researcher. 

 
 
EThOS can be found at http://ethos.bl.uk/ 
 
FAQs can be found at http://ethos.bl.uk/Faq.do 
 
A list of participating institutions is available at http://ethos.bl.uk/HEIList.do 
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